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1999 WISCONSIN ACT 123

AN ACT to repeal 118.153 (1) (a) 1.,18.153 (2) (b) 2. and1B.153 (3) () (intro.)o renumber and amend 118.153
(2) (b) 1.;to amend 118.153 (title), 18.153 (1) (ajintro.), 118.153 (3) (a) 2.,118.153 (3) (b), 18.153 (4) (c) 3. and
5.and 1.8.153 (6);o repeal and recreate 118.153 (5); andio create 118.153 (1)a) 5. of the statutesdating to:
programdor children at risk of not graduating from high school.
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The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in a. Oneor more years behind their age group in the-num

senate and assembly, do enact as follows:

PREFATORYNOTE: This bill was prepared for the joint leg
islative council’s special committee on the children at risk
program. It contains a series of changes to the current chil
dren-at-riskstatute to focus funding on specific programs
designedo serve students at risk of rgsaduating from high
school. The bill does not increase the current fundingter
programdespite the conclusion of the committee that the need
for such programs far outpaces the funding allocated. The bill
reflectsthe approach of refocusing the current funding on spe
cific programs with measurable goals with the anticipation
thatif the results warrant additional funding, those wilpbe
videdin the future. Théill makes the following modifica
tionsin the current law:

1. The name of the program is changed from “children
at risk” to “children at risk of not graduating from high
school”to reflect the refocusing of the program.

2. The definition of children at risk is changedurrently
“children at risk” is defined under s18.153 (1) (a) to mean
pupilsin grades 5 to 12 who are one or more years behind their
agegroup in the number of high school credits attained, or 2
or more years behind their age granpasic skill levels, and
arealso one or more of the following: (a) dropouts; (b) habit
ual truants; (c)parents; or (d) adjudicated delinquents. The
bill revises this definition to provide that children at risk
meangpupils in grades 5 to 12 who are at risk of not graduating
from high school because they failed the high school gradua
tion exam administered under 48130 (1m) (d), are drep
outs,or are 2 or more of the following:

ber of high school credits attained.

b. Two or moreyears behind their age group and basic
skill levels.

c. Habitual truants.

d. Parents.

e. Adjudicated delinquents.

f. Eighth grade pupils whose score in each sulajexa
on the examination administered under3.30 (1m) (am) 1.
was below the basic level, 8th grade pupils who failed the
examinatiorunder s. 18.30 (1m) (am) 2. arth grade pupils
who failed to be promoted to the 9th grade.

3. The funding for the children-at-risk program,
althoughretained at the current level of $3.5 million annyally
is changed to require participating school districts to specify
theamount given to each program based on the ability of that
programto meet specified statutory objectives. The bill
requiresa school board receiving fundsdive preference in
allocatingthose funds to programs for children at risk-pro
vided by alternative schools, charter schools, schaitlsin
schoolsand private, nonprofigonsectarian agencies located
in theschool district or within 5 miles of the boundaries of the
schooldistrict. The bill provides a specific definition of the
terms“alternative school” and “school within a school”. An
“alternative school” isdefined to mean a public school that
hasat least 30 pupiland no more than 250 pupils, has a sepa
rateadministrator or teacher in clgarof the school andfefs
a nontraditional curriculum. A “school withia school” is
defined to mean a school that has at least 30 pupils@and
morethan 250 pupils, has separate administrator or teacher
in chage ofthe school and is housed in the space specifically
dedicatedo it in a public school.

* Section 991.1, WisconsiN STaTUTES 1997-98: Hiective date of acts. “Every act and every portion of an act enacted by the legislatu
the governotrs partial veto which does not expressly prescribe the time when it tatssbill take ééct on the day after its date of publicati
asdesignated” by the secretary of state [the date of publication may not be more than 10 working days after the date of enactment].
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4. Undercurrent law any school that had 50 or more
dropoutsand a dropout rate exceeding 5% of its total enroll
mentis required to apply tthe state superintendent for ehil
dren-at-riskaid. The bill makes participation by a schoot dis
trict permissive for any school district that ha&D or more
dropoutsor a dropout rate that exceeded 5% of its total enroll
mentin the previous school year

5. Under current statutes, the program for children at risk
mustbe designed to allow pupisirolled to meet high school
graduationrequirements under s18.33. The statutes also
currently provide that the school board of the school district
operatingunder ch. 19 (Milwaukee) shall ensure that there
areat least 40 pupils and no more than 200 pupils in eaeh pro
gramand that aeparate administrator or teacher is in gbar
of each program. Theill modifies the allowable size of the
Milwaukeeprograms to require at least 30 pupils and no more
than250 pupils in each program.

6. Under current lawschools are entitled to receive an
additional10% of the school district’average per pupil aids
for each pupil that meets at least 3 of the following statutory
objectives:

a. The pupib attendance was at least 70%.

b. The pupil remained in school.

c. The pupil, if a high school senjareceived a high
schooldiploma.

d. The pupilearned at least 4.5 academic credits or a pro
ratednumber of credits ithe pupil was enrolled in the pro
gramfor less than the entire school year

e. The pupil demonstrated, on standarditeests or other
appropriateneasures, at least one mositain in reading and
mathematicgor each month of enrollment.

Thebill modifies item c., above, by adding additionatlan
guageproviding that the criteria would also be met if the pupil
haspassed the high school graduation examination adminis
teredunders. 118.30 (1m) (d). The bill also amends item e.,
above to provide that the pupil has demonstratedtandarel
izedtests or otheappropriate measures a gain in reading and
mathematiccommensurate with the duration of his or her
enrolimentin the program. Each pupil is still requiréal
achieveat least 3 of the specified objectives.

7. Current law requires the legislative audit bureau to
conductan audit every 2 years regarding the eligibilitgr
formancecriteria and stataid payments under the program.
This bill provides that by January 1, 2005, tlegislative
auditbureau shall audit the programs funded under the chil
dren—at-riskprogram to determine the extent to which they
meetthe objectives specified under 481153 (4) (c)dis
cussecabove.

SecTion 1. 118.153 (title) of the statutes is amended
to read:

118.153 (title) Children at risk of not graduating
from high schoal.

SecTioN 2. 118.153 (1) (a) (intro.) of the statutes is
amended to read:

118.153(1) (a) (intro.) “Children at risk’'means
pupilsin grades 5 to 12 who are-caterisk of not graduat
ing from high school because they failed the lghool
graduationexamination administered under 4.8130
(1m) (d), are dropouts, or are 2 or more of the following:

1m. Oneor moreyears behind their age group in the
numberof high school credits attained,-ar 2

2. Two or more years behind their age group in basic
skill levels,-and-are-also-one-or-more-of thefollowing:

SecTion 3. 118.153 (1) (a) 1. of the statutes is
repealed.
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SecTioN 4. 118.153 (1) (a) 5. of the statutes is created
toread:

118.1531) (a) 5. Eighth grade pupighose score in
eachsubject arean the examination administered under
s.118.30 (1m) (am) 1. was below the basic level, 8th
gradepupils who failedthe examination administered
unders. 118.30 (1m) (am) 2., and 8th grade pupils who
failed to be promoted to the 9th grade.

SecTion 5. 118.153 (2) (b) 1. of the statutes is reAum
bered118.153 (2) (b) and amended to read:

118.1532) (b) If in the previous school year a school
district had-5030 or more dropouts-armt a dropout rate
exceeding5% of its total high school enrollmenhe
schoolboard-shalmayapply to the state superintendent
for aid under this section.

SecTioN 6. 118.153 (2) (b) 2. of the statutes is
repealed.

SecTioN 7. 118.153 (3) (a)intro.) of the statutes is
repealed.

SecTioN 8. 118.153 (3) (a) 2. of the statutes is
amendedo read:

118.153(3) (a) 2. Upon request of a pupil who is a
child at risk or the pupit parent or guardian, a school
boarddescribed under subd. 1. shall enroll the pupil in the
programfor children at risk. If the school board makes
availablemore than one program for children at risk, the
school board shall enroll the pupiin the program
selectedby the pupils parent or guardian if the pupil
meetsthe prerequisites for that program. If there is no
spacein that program for the pupil, the school board of
the school district operating under cii9lshall placghe
pupil’s name on a waiting list for that program anfieof
the pupil an-alternativanotherprogramfor children at
risk until space in the requested program beccawes
able.

SecTioN 9. 118.153 (3) (b)of the statutes is amended
toread:

118.153(3) (b) A program for childreat risk shall
be designed to allow the pupils enrolled to meet high
schoolgraduation requirementsnder s. 18.33. The
schoolboard of the school district operating under ch.
119shall ensure thahere are at least 80 pupils and no
more than-20@50pupils in each program and that a-sep
arateadministrator oteacher is in chge of each pro
gram.

SecTion 10. 118.153 (4) (c) 3. and 5. of the statutes
areamended to read:

118.153(4) (c) 3. The pupil, if a high schosknior
receiveda high school diplomar passed the high school
graduationexamination administered under 48130
(1m) (d).

5. The pupil hasiemonstratedyn standardized tests
or other appropriate measures,-atleastranths again
in reading and mathematics-for-each-montbavhmen
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suratewith the duration of his or henrollment_in the (c) A school board receiving funds under this section

program shall give preference imllocating those funds to pro
SecTion 11. 118.153 (5) of the statutes is repealed grams for children at risk provided by alternative

andrecreated to read: schools, charter schools, schools within schools and
118.153(5) (a) In this subsection: agenciesdentified under sub. (3) (c) 1.

1. "Alternative school” means a public school that Section 12. 118.153 (6) of the statutes is amended
hasat least 30 pupils and no more than 250 pupils, has g (aag-
separate administrator or teacher in ghaof the school 118.1536) -BienniallyBy January 1, 2005he legis

andoffers a nontraditional curriculum. . . - .
2. “School within a schooltmeans a school that has lative audit bur_ealjshall aud ) y

atleast 30 pupils and no more than 250 pupils, has a Semfperfermaneeen%en&%@%tat@&pay&entmg@s
rateadministrator oteacher in chae of the school and  1unded under this section_to determinie extent to
is housed in a space specifically dedicated to it in a publicWhichthey meet the objectives under sub. (4) (c)
school. SecTioN 13. Initial applicability.

(b) Subjectto sub. (3) (c) 3., a school board receiving (1) The treatment of sectiori8.153 (4) (c) 3. and 5.
fundsunder this section shall provide a specific sum to Of the statutes firsapplies to the report due in August
eachprogram for children at risk in which pupils enrolled 2001and to state aid paid in the 2001-02 school.year
in the school district are enrolled based on the alafity SecTioN 14. Effective date.
the program to meet the objectives under sub. (4) (c). (1) This act takes fct on July 1, 2000.




